
 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP                11AM WORSHIP SUNDAY, MARCH 19TH, 2023 

Mission: To be a church where faith is fostered, community is cherished, and Christ’s love thrives. 

PRELUDE                            
GATHERING Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley soloist, Steve Slough 

WELCOME         

HYMN* Open My Eyes, That I May See UMH 454 
1. Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; place in my hands the 
wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy 
will to see. Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

2. Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear; and while the wavenotes fall on 
my ear, everything false will disappear. Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere; open my heart and let me 
prepare love with thy children thus to share. Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to 
see. Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

THE PEACE OF CHRIST* 

CONGREGATIONAL AND LORD’S PRAYER  Ryan Smith 

L: Lord in your mercy. P: Hear our prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen 

SCRIPTURE READING  1 Samuel 16: 6-13 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the Lord.” 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him, for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass 
by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes 
here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. 
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 



anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  

CHILDREN’S TIME  Grace Mukupa 

ANTHEM                                         I Want Jesus to Walk With Me                                   Chancel Choir 

SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 8:17-18 
And becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them, “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do 
you still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes and fail to 
see? Do you have ears and fail to hear? And do you not remember?  

SERMON                                        Puzzled: Seeing What Others Don’t                     Rev. Matthew Smith 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH* The Apostles Creed UMH 881 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he arose 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

GLORIA PATRI* 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
HYMN* Beneath the Cross of Jesus UMH 297 

1. Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, the shadow of a mighty rock within a 
weary land; a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, from the burning of the 
noontide heat, and the burden of the day. 
2. Upon that cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see the very dying form of One who suffered 
there for me; and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess: the wonders of 
redeeming love and my unworthiness. 
3. I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine 
of his face; content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, my sinful self my only 
shame, my glory all the cross. 

BENEDICTION* 

MUSICAL RESPONSE*   
I’m gonna sing so God can use me, anywhere, Lord, anytime. I’m gonna sing so God can use 
me, Anywhere Lord, Anytime.  

POSTLUDE 


